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best of its kind. All she did with the 1854 April Treaty
was to make a fuss over it in her own interest, to treat us
badly and to pursue a policy as double-tongued as it was
unwise. But our Guarantee did not prevent her from
secretly concluding the December Treaty or from seeking
her own advantage in other directions ... In my opinion
our position, as an ally in demand, is a good one, as long
as political combinations do not assume an acute aspect,
displaying nothing more alarming than diplomatic activity,
and as a good understanding with one Power does not entail
a rupture with another. But were a Russo-French Alliance,
with warlike purposes, to be realised, I opine that we could
not join its adversaries j for, if we did so, we should either
be beaten, or perhaps victoriously bleed to death four les
leaux yeux de PAutriche et de la Diete"

These last words are supplemented by a letter (May 10)
in which Bismarck advises Manteuffel to foster good
relations with Napoleon so as to keep open the prospect of
an alliance with France. We shall meet with the letter in
question in our next chapter.

The period of Oriental confusion during which the
majority of the German Central and petty States had
maintained a certain connection with Prussia, in opposition
to Austria, had been calculated to promulgate the error that
community of real German interests constituted a bond
between Prussia and the States in question. Various
experiences had convinced Bismarck that this bond was
but a loose one, and that Austria would assuredly revert to
her former policy in the Confederation. His views
received confirmation upon several occasions, between the
years 1856 and 1859. The efforts of the Presidency to
prejudice and embarrass, weaken and humiliate Prussia were
frequently renewed, and Austria's satellites in the Bund